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From

P.D;s.;q; /2018
Dated:l", .12.2018

V.Thanga Mariappan, M.A., M.L.,
Registrar (District Judiciary),
High Court,
Madras.

To

*******

Sir,

Sub: Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 (No.22j2018) -
Gazette copy thereof - Ordered to communicate the same
to the entire Subordinate Judiciary - Communicated -
Reg.

*******

As directed, I am to forward herewith a Gazette copy of the

Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 (No.22j2018), for information

and compliance.

Yours faithfuily,

\.....-<O- .• " v P..JII ~ \ '('
REGISTRAR (DI;T~~CTSUDICIARY)
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To
1. All the Principal District Judges/District }

Judges in the State of Tamil Nadu. } with a direction
2. The Principal Judge, City Civil Court, } to communicate

Chennai. } the same to all
3. The Chief Judge, Court of Small } the Judicial

Causes, Chennai. } Officers under
4. The District Judge-cum-Chief Judicial } your control.

Magistrate, The Nilgiris. }
5. The Chief Judge, Puducherry. }
6. The Director, Tamil Nadu State Judicial Academy, R.A.Puram,

Chennai-28.
7. The Court Manager, High Court, Madras (with a request to

communicate the same to all the Court Managers in Tamil Nadu
and Puducherrythrough e-made.)

8. The Section Officer, "F" section, Madurai Bench.
9. The Record Keeper, A.D.Records, High Court, Madras &

Madurai.
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"IINISTHY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(l.q;islalin'Department)

Nl'll' Dellti. r/ll' lltIJ."\ugu,I'I. :WI$IShrmww:20, lC).+Q (SlIka)

The following ACI of P:uliamenf receivo:d the :Isso:m of the Presido:nt on the
11th Augusi. 2018. :.lnd is hao:by puhl ished for general informatiOIl:-

THE CHIMINAL LAW (AME"DMENT) ACT,2018

No. 22 OF 10 J 8
[1 IrhAllg/lsl. 2018.1

An Act further to amend the Indi:Ul Penal Code, Indian Evidence Act. J 872. the
Code of Criminal Procedure. J 973 and the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act. 20 12.

BE it eIlJ<.:h:u by Pilrliamcnt in the Si,\ty.ninth Year of lhe Rcpuhlk of {nJia as
fo/lows:-

CllAfYfERI

PI<U.I\!I",IRY

I. ( I) This Au may he called Ihe Criminal Law (AmenJm:J1t) AL'I,~OIlL

I~) II .Sh;lll he J<.:crneu tIl have com\' into fl)I'C('on the 2 LsI day ut April. 20 18.

Shun mk ao<J
<:<>m"",n<:~l'l1<;nl.
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~ [11tllt' [lldiJll PenJI (\xk (h,-,realkr ill this Ch:II'lo.:rreft'lTt'u til ;LS llit' P,'IMi Cfxkl. in .H ul L~hl)
sco.:tlon 166A, in o.:Ltll"'l'"Ir'), for lilt' \Vorus. tigurt's Jnu kltcrs "Sl'diol1.l76B, sCell(lII;.7()C
st:o.:tilJll376D"', till' words, ti~llrt's ;Jnd knas "'seo.:lil1rl376:-\13. seo.:ti'lil 376B, section J76e.
section .1760. set:tion 376DA. seo.:lion 376D8" shall h<:substitul':u.

J. [11so;'dillfl ~28A of tho;'Pell~1lCoJt', in sun-s<,di,lIl II). tix th,' ',.'or;,!.,. fi;l.:x:; ;::::2
ktt<'Pi "',<;'o.:linn376.\. seo.:lilln 3768. s,:<:lion 37liC, s,'ction .17f>I),', tht" worus. fig:ur<,s Jild
!euers "section 376A, section 376AB, sO::<:lion376B, seuion 376C. scclioll 376D,
'ic<,;lion376DA. se..:tinn 376013" shall be subslituteu.

4, [n seclion 376 of the Penjl Cod<:,-

((11 in suh-s,:Clinn (fl, for tilt' words "shj[l 001 he less thall st'ven yo:.lrs. hut
which may .::\tenu to imprisOlllTlent for lite, anu ~hall abo !J<' liable 10 tinc". lho:wnrus
"sh.11lnOI Ix' kss than ten ye.lrs. but which may eHcml to imprisonment for lik. allu
shall <lbo be Ji:IO!c to rillc" shjll be suhstiluteu:

(b} in sub-so:o.:tion (1), dausc (;) shall be omitlcu:

(c) after sub-~cction OJ. the followillg su~-section shall b.: inserleu, n:\lndy:-

"(J) Whoever, commits rjre on a woman under sincen years of age SI1;1][
b.: punisht"u wilh rigorous imprisol1ll1l'llt for a tcml which shall not be less than
twenty years, but which may e:\iel1fJ to imprisunmCl11 for life, which shj)[ mean
imprisonment for the renuinuer of thJt persoll's llJtural lif<', Jnt.! shJlI also bt'
liablt' to tine:

Provided th:l1 such tine shJll bt: jusl :loJ reasonJble ro mt:t:t the mt'dic:t!
expenses ant.! rehJbilitation or thl'"vio.:tim:

Provided further that :tny tint: impost'u ullut:r rhis sub-section shall he
p~lid to the victim ....

5. Aftcrsectiun 376Aofthe Penal COli<,.the following: ~o.:tion.~hall be ins~rted,nal11c1y:-

"3 76.\B. Whoever, wmrnits rape on a womJn unuer twelve years of Jge shall be
punisht'u with rigorous imprisonment for a term whio.:h shall not b<::k~s than twenty
years. but whil:h may e.~tt'ml to imprisonment for life, \vhich sh:tl! mean imprisonment
for rhc remainut:r oftl1:tt person's n:tturJl life, anJ with tine or with death:

Providt'u that sudl tine shall he just :tnd rea.-;on;1bk to meet lhe medical expenses
owJ rehahilitation of tile vic:tim:

Proviucd furllit'r that any tine imposed undo::r!his sco.:tiollshall Ix:paiu to the vio.:tim.".

6. Atkr section 376D of the Penal CoJt:. the fol1owillg:scctions shall be inserted, namdy:-

"376DA. Where a woman under sixleen years of age is raped by ont: or more
persons constituting: J group or acting in furtherJnce of a commoll intcntion, each of
those persons shal! be (kemed to have commined the offence of r:tpe and shall be
runished Wilh imprisonment for lire. which shall mean imprisonment for the relllainder
of thaI person's naturJI hfe, :tnu with fllle:

Proviued tllilt such tine shJIl hi"just JnJ rt',lsonahlc 10 Illeet tll<,meJio.:al e:\pt:l1scs
Jnu rehJhiliwtion of the vir.:tim:

Provided rUl1her thJt Jny tine imposed und.:r this seo.:lion shall bt: paid to the
vio.:lim.
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-,76DR Wht'f(':1 WOm;l:lunuer tlvelvt;' year; of age: i~rJ.peJ by 011<:or mort;'
persuns c,)nstiluling a groul' or JI:[illg in funhcrall<:<: of a COI1U!1on JlHenlioll. cao.:h of
thost' persons ,hall be Jeemeu to h;lve committed [flt"offen..:e of rape and shall bt:'
runi_~h•••J with Imprisonment t(lf Ii fe, which shall mean imprisonment for the remainder
of lhat person's llalUrJI tife. and with rine, or with UCJlh:

ProviJeu that .'iUl:h fine shall he just Jnd ro:-asonahk (0 meet the m<:Jic.tI
expenses amI rell,lbi Iilaliol1 of the vio.:tim:

ProviJcu fUllh~T til,,[ ,Illy fine impo~J under this section sball he p;liJ to the
vil.:lirn.".

7. [n seclion 376£ ofrhe Penal Code. tl)f the wonL figures and Iwer "section 376D",
th•• worus. figun:'~ Jnu letlers "seo.:tioJlJ76AB or seo.:tioll376D or seo.:tion J76DA or
sectioll 376D8," sh;lll be suh.'itituteu,

CHAF'TERlll

l'un!,hm~nt
fnrpn~ rJpc'
<>n"nm~n
,.n,kr t"dVl'
Y"~r,"I a~.:.

..\mcno.lrn•..nt "I'
,':ClIOn 37M,

I nf IS7~. S. [n~e..:lion53A of the InuiJIl Eviuen..:cAct. 1372 (hereafter in this Cn.tpter referret! to "m.:neimenl"f
J~ the Evidence Act), for the wmus. figures J.nu letters "sc..:tion 376A. ~eo.:tion376B, ,"c(um 53A.
Sectioll 376e. so.:o.:tion37611", the worus. tigure~ and leiters "~ection 376A. seo.:tion376AB.
sectilln 376B, se<.:tion376C secti'lIl 376D. se..:tion3760A, se"::lioll37600" shall be substitutt'u,

9. {Ilsedion 1-l.6of the Eviuell..:eAct. in tht' proviso. fur the wortls. figures anu teners Am.:nolm.:nlof
"sectioll 376A, section 376B. se..::tion376e. section 3760", the won.b. figures anJ lettas ,.:"t"," 1-.16
",;ecti()113761\, section 376An, section 376B, .'iection376C, ~ection 3760, sl:ction 3760t\.
section 37608" shJIl be substituted,

CfL\PTER [V

AVIESD\IE.\TS TO THE COOE OF CRI.\II:"',\L PROCEDLRE. 1973

Hl, In the C(xk ofCriminJl Proo.:euure,1973 (hereJfter in tilisCh~lpferreferred to as the
('IlJe of Criminal Procedure). in section 26, in dause (al. in the proviso, for th~ worUs. figures
anJ letters "s~ction 376A, section 376B, sl:ction 376e, section 3760", the-words, ligures Jill.!
It'lters "section 376A, section 376AB, section 376B, section 376e. st'ction 3760,
section 3760A section 3760B" sn:lll be substituted,

II. In ';t'cTion L5-l.of the Code of Crirnin;ll Proceuure, in sub-section (I ),_

(il in the first proviso, for the words, ligures ~nJ Ietten "section 3761\.
section"376l3, secllon 376C, section 376D", the worJ~, figures and letters
"section 376A, section 376AB, section 3768, section 376C, ~etlion 3760,
section 3760A, section 3760B," shidl h<:suh,tilUted;

Iii) in the ~ecl)nd proviso, in clause (<I). fill' the \l>'oru~,tigure~ ;lllJ Ic{(cr~
"sn:lion J76A. section 376B. se..::tion376('. section 376])", tIle worus, tigures anu
letters "section 376A, ~ection 376A£3, section 376B, section 376C, se<.::tion3760.
seclion 3760A, section 376D8," shall be suhSlituted.

"menum.:nl "f
",el;"n 26.

Amendmc:mof
,eelion t Sol,

I:!, In seo.:tion161 of the (,oJ.: of Criminal Prm:edure, in suh-sectlull (J l. in the seconu Amen<.tmenlof
proviso, for the words, iigul'es ;mu lette~'i "section 376A, se-clion 376£3, section 376C, Iccliun t(}1
section 3760", lhe worus, figures and !eners "section 376A, seo.:tion376A8, section 376B,
section 376(', seclion 3760. sc:ction 376DA, seclion 37608" shall he substituted.

13, In sectinn IMofthe Coue ofCrimill<.tlProceuure, in sub-section (5A J. in c1;mse (ai, Amenum.:nt"f
for the words. tigun:s and kuer~ "scctinn 376A section 376B, sectioll 376(, section 3760", ,e•..Un" t60l
the worrJs, figures anu ktters "section 376A, section 376AB, section 37613,scetion 376C,
sco.:linn376D, section 3760A, section 3760B" shall be suh.stituteu..
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I..t In ,<.'<.:li',m17J ()r"till' Colie ufL'rimmaJ Pro(~Jur~,-

IP,IR'T[1-

.-'\mendmenlof
'~"t1on (Q7.

,-\,m~n,jm,'mor
\~~ljon:In')

-\mcmJm~nl <)1
,"~Iion 327.

Amcndm,'nt "I'
,~cli"n ]57!!

Am~n<lm~"1uf
,e~:",n3j7C.

-\mcmlm,'ol o!
'e~110nJ7~

Am~n<1"'"nll,r
,~';li'lll )77

Am~~dm~mof
s~~li'}l1~J~,

(i) in suh-,el.:lion ( fA!. f.lr th.: words "rape of a <.:hild Ill;]y 00:o.:omr1o'lcJ witl\i 11
Ihrt'l' months". Ih~ words, tigun:s ,InJ J~tl<:r~"an ofknn:: lImlt."f st:l.:liollS 376.376.'\ .
.176A8. 37613. nbc. 376D. 376DA. 37(iDll Of 376E,)flh"" Indiall Pcnal Cod ••shall ht'"
(1IInrkl<:d within two months" Sh;111 be suhstituted:

(ii) III suo-,r(;tiun L?l. ill dJlJSc ti). 111suo-dause (/l), for the word. fig:lIrl>~,mJ
It:tl<.'rs"\<,clion .>7e).376A, ,HoB. J iDe, -' iN)"', th~ word. tigure_~and ktters "sectioll.'
376, 376,\. ]76Al~, .'76B, .'7()(,', .HuD, -,76D,-\, 3760E" shall ~ substltuted.

15. In section 197 of the Colle of Criminul Proo.:eJure, in suh-sectioll (I), in the
Exp!wl(uivll, for the words, figurt's and letters "s"<=tion .l76A, section J76C, section 3760",
thc worJs, ligures ;mJ kUers "se(;tion 376A, se~'lion 37oAB, sC(;lioll 376C, se(;tion 376D,
je(;lioll 3760.'\, sn:tiun 376DB" shall he suhstituleJ.

Hj. (11se(;tion 309 ur'the Code ofCriminu! Procel1l1rt', IIIsub-se..:tion (/1. ill :I,e proviso,
for the words, figures JnJ ktt.:!> ",ection 376A, section -'76B, section 376e or section 3760
of the Indian Pen;ll CoJe, the inljuiry or triJI shJll, as Llras possible,", the words, figures anJ
letters "sc(;/ion 376A, se<.:ti()n 376AB, Se(;tiOll .l7oB, se-..:tiotl 376e. s.:(;tion 3760,
section 3760A orSectioll 376013 oftht': Inllian PenJ1 Coue, the inLjuiry or trial shJ!I" shall bI:
suhstituted.

17, [n section 327 orthe Coue ofCrimin:.ll Procedure, in sub-section (1). for the won.b,
figures :'lIld kth:rs "section 376A, s~etil)O 376B, se(;rioll 376C, section 3760", the words,
ligures and ktters "s~etioll 376A, section J76AB, section 376B, section J76e, se(;tion 376D,
se(;tioll 376DA, sectioll 3760B" Sh,l!l ~ substituted.

18. In sedion 3578 of the Code of Crimil1J1 Procedure. for the words, figures anu icners
"und~r se<.:tion 3::!6A or scnioll 3760 of the Indian F-'en~llCode", the words, figurt's and
letters "unJersectioll 3::!6A,_~ection376AB, section 376D, section 3760A and sectiol1376DB
of the Indi:'lr1 Penal Code" shJII be substituted,

11). [n section 357C of the Coue of Crimina! Procedure, for the ligures Jnu letters
"37M, 3768, 376C, 3760", the tigures Jnl! kllers "376A, 37MB, 376B, 376C, 3760, 3760A,
3760B" shall lx'substituted.

20, In ~edion 37olo!"the CoJe of ClimillJ! I'ro.:euure, iltkrsub-sectioll (1), the following
suo-section shall be Illsertcu, namely:-

"(4) Wht'n In ilppeal has heen filed Jgainst J senten.:e passed under
section 376, seuion 376A, section 376AB, section 376B, section 376C, senion 3760,
se(;tion J76DA, section 3760B or section 376E of fht': IIiJian Penill Code, the upreal
shJII be disposcd of within a perilX! {)fsi~ mOllths from tile (bte of tiling of such appeal.",

1 L In sc(;tioll 377 of the C(xie ofCriminall'rocedllrc, after sub-section (J), the following
sun-scnion shall be II1serled, nJrne1y:-

"(-1l When all appeJI has been filed against J sentence passed under
se<.:tion 376, se(;tion 376A, sectiOIl 376AB, section 376B, sruioll 376C, section 376D,
scctioll 376DA, section 3760R or scction 376E ofthe InJian Penu! Code, the ilppeaJ
slull be disposed of within J period of si~ months from thc d;lte of tiling of such appeal.".

11. Tnsectiun 438 of the Collc ofCrirnin~11 PmceUure, after sub-section (J), the following
suh-section shall be inserted, namely:-

"(-I) Nothing in thiS section shall apply to :lllY case involving tile JlTest of any
person on JccusJtion of hJving committed :lll offence und"r suh-seuioll (J) of
section 376 or section 376AB or sc<.:tion 3760A or section 376DB of the (ndiiln
Penal Code.".

-15"I IShii

-15 uf I~/)O

J5 <If t %0.

-IS of 1~61L
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1J. In SCt:tiOll-l-3fl of the CoJ.: of Crimina! Proo.:eJure._

(1I) in SlIh-seClion (I), after lht' lirsr proviso, the followlIlg proviso shall be
inserteu, namely:_

"Provided funher that the High Court or the Court of Session shall. hd"ore
granting bail to a person who is ao.:cuseuof an ofkno.:e triahk unuer suO-se<:tillr] (3)
of section 376 or SIXlion 376AB or sCl.:tioll 3760t\ or seclion 37608 of the
Indi>Jn Pena! CoJc. give noti..:e uf Ihe 'l/lpliI.:Jtion for hair to tIle PubJi..: Proseelltor
withlll ;1 period of f:fteen ,bys fmm the dace of rt'(eire of Ihe notice of sud I
,Irrl iC;ltion. ";

(b) ,Iher sub-section (I), the following sub-section sh;iil be inserted, n;Jmely:_

"t/A) The presen(e of the infonn;J1l1 or JI1Yperson ;llJ{horiseu by him Sh;11J
be ohlig;lt(Jry at the time of he'lnng of the appl i<:atioll for bail to the pcrso;; \JJ1u<:r
slIb-seetion tJ) of section 376 or seClion 376A13 or sedion 3700A or
st'<:tion 376Dn of the Illdi;J1l Penal CoJ.:.".

1-1. 111the First Sl:nedule to the Code: of Criminal Procedure:, unucr the heaJing "1._
OFFENCES Vl\'DER nlE IND[A.!'l PENAL CODE",_

(a) filr the ell tries relating to ,c<:tion 376, the ti)l!owing entries Sh;11lhe substituted.
llamely:_

clmt'numenr "I'
,en",,, ~J')

..\mcnllmcnl n(
First Schcuulc

Offence f'un,shm"nr

J

C<l8niL~hle or
N,'n-coI18niZ.;lolc

,
B~il;lble Or
Non.b~i!at>lc

5

Oy whal
Court lri~ble

Rape, Rigorous irnprisonmen:

Qt' nOI less tb~n 10 years
OUI wbi"h may exten(J

10 imprisonment ti,r 1,l'e
~nd w,rh fine_

C"gni'ahl" Nun-bailabk C"url "f
Sc~si()n,

Rapc by a po",;,;
oOker or a pullli,;

>C1"\I:JJlr or Il1<:mlJ<'r of

armed forces or a

person ~ing On

lhe management
or on lhc sraff
of ;1j~il, rern:>n\!

hume or other

plact' of <:U'looy

or wom"n',
pr <:hii(!,,,n's
institution or by
a person on :h"

mJnagcmcnl Or
On ttl<:stalT or a
hospital, anll
r.lpe C<lmmillcd
by,3 p.."'''n in a
pO~ition of I'll"
'" aUlhority
low;mG th. ~,....~,

rap,.u or hy a
neJr rdalivc of
lIlc.JlCfSon r.l[J<-G,

Rigorous imprisonment
of nut les.s (han [(J years
bUI whi<:h m~yc_t!cnd III
imprisunment for /if"
which sb:J1t me,\" (he
n:maifllkr of tha: [Xrson.s
na:ural life and with line,

Court or
Ses~ion.
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Pl'rSllll.'

"Ommillln~
"tle"e,' "r' rape
nn ~ ,,,,man

lInci"r si~t""o
y""r,; "I' "~e.

Rl~""lll'impri,onme"t
for" I,'rm whrLh shall nm
l><'Ie" Iha" 20 years hl'l

",h"h may '''l""l! III
impri,unmelll 1'0' life.
whil"h Sh;lll m..'Jn
Irn[lrisunrnl"nl for Ihe
remainuer L1fIbl pnsun's
na'ur,,[ lire J!lel wilh n"c.

Nnn.r,,,ibhk COllri"I'
Se""illll.":

(h) ;lft~r the entries relating to :section 376,'\. the following entrics sh;ilJ be
lnserteu, n:'lIneIy:-

-J7(,,--\1l Pcc,on commilUng

an offellce of raP<'
,m II woman
lIncier lwcl~e
year> 01' age.

J

R'~()fOu\ impnsonment l"ognll.Jlllc
of nOI Ic~s thJn 20 yellc,
hili "•.hicl! may ".\tend
to imprisonment
fur tife wlli<;h

shall me"n
ImpriSOnment
fur Ihe rema;m!e,
01 tll::t per'S"n's
nlllu,al life anel
wilh (,n,. or
with deJlh,

j ,.
Court oj'
$c";,,n: .

(e) after the entries rela[ing to section 3760. the following entries shall be inselleJ,
n:lmely:-

.37()D •••.

)76Dfl

Gang r.lf}C on J

w"man under ~i.~I~~n
yearl ur .lgo:.

Gang r.lpe Oll
womlln under
twelve
year> of age.

3

Imprisonmenl
fur life whi~h shall
mcan imprisonment fur
the remainder of that
pe",m's natllral lif~
and wrth fin~

lmpri~onment for
lik whi,.h shall
meJn imp,.;sonrnent
fur the rc:mainder of
tllal persun', nJlUral
I;I~ ;lnd with flllc or
wilh !lealll,

CHAPTER V

Cogni~Jblc

Cognizable

5

Nun-b'li[lIblc Court of
Sessiun.

Cmln of
Se,sion.".

Amenl1menl or
,"elion ~~ nf
'\,1 No,)! of
lIll ~.

A.YlE:"D\IE'H TO THE PROTECTION OF Cflll.D[I,E.~FRO,\I SEXl ,\L OHE~n~ An, 20 12

25_ In sedion 42 of [he Protection of Children from Sexual OtTerlces A<.:t.20 12, for [he
figures <trlJ leltm "376A 376C, 3760", the figures <tm.!letters "376A, 376AB, 37613,376C,
3760, 3760A, 37608" shall be substituted.

26. (I) The Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 2018 is hereby repe;lled. On.!. No.!
of WI~.
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~_';,,( I~(,I)

I ,,( I~7~

~"f 1'17.•
J~"I ~III~

(~) ,\iO{WiCJblaI1Jifl~ su..:i1r~pe.ll, all)"lhing" UOfle'or any Kfiofl take'O ullJn tl". lflJi~lfl
P<:'ml CoJe, the- InuiJIl EviJt'Il..:e A..:t. Isn. rhe COUl' of Criminal Pwceuure. 197) anJ the
Pwte'ccion of ChilJren from Sexual Ofkl1<.:es A~r, ~Ol~, J~ amt"l1lkJ hy the SJid OnJlllanct'.
,h:dl he' ~kel1ll'd 10 h:l~e hecn Ulllll'or t,Jken under the- corre'ronuing rrovisi(ln~of lhu,e
,\cb, as amenJeJ by thi~Al'l.

DR. G. NARAYANA RAJU,
Secretary fO ,he GoV(. of Illdia.

UPLOADEDBY HIE j\.1.-\NAGER.GOVER.•••r..-IENTOF t~DIA PRESS,I.IlNTI) ROAD, NEW Df.LHI~IIO!~)~
AND PlilJl.l:SHED fly THE CONTROI.I.ER OF PlIflLI('AT10NS. IlEI.HI-1IOU:i .•

I.IGIPMRND--1644GI(S3>---= 11-08-20 18.
MAHOJ:="-
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