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-2-

Microphones set up at the bench, the bar table and at the witness box are highly
sensitive. Persons during a video conferencing should te mindfil that the video
conference is activated until the same is disconnected and that microphones are "live"

and as such all remarks are audible to the court.

1. GENERAL:

1) Inthese guidelines, reference to the 'court point’ means the Courtroom or other place
where the Court is sitting or the place where Commissioner appointed by the Court to
record the evidence by video conference is sitting and the 'remote point’ is the place
where the person to be examined via video conference is located, for example, a
prison or Observation Home/ Special Home/Protection Home.

2) Person to be examined includes a person whose deposition or statement is required to
be recorded or in whose nam.mznm certain proceedings are t be recorded,

3) Wherever possible, proceedings by way of video conference shall be conducted as
judicial proceedings and the same courtesies and protocols will be observed. All
relevant statutory provisions applicable to judicial proceedings including the
provisions of the Information Technology Act, 2000 and the indian Evidence Act,
1872 shall apply to the recording of evidence by video conference.

4) Video conferencing facilities can be used in all matters including remands, bail
applications and in civi] and criminal trials where a witness is located intrastate or

overseas. However, these guidelines wil}

of Cr.P.C

not apply to proceedings under Section 164

5) The guidelines applicable to a Court will mutatis mutandis apply to

a Local

Commissioner appointed by the Court tc record the evidence.
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v. Where the person to be examined is a juvenile or a child who is an inmate of
an Observaticn Home/Speciai Home/Childrer's Home Sheltar Home, the
Superintendent/Officer In-charge of that Home or any other responsible
official deputed by him,

vi. Where the person to be examined is in women rescue homes, Protection
Home, the Superintendent/Officer In-charge of the women rescue homes/
Protection Home or any other responsible official deputed by him /her.

vii. Wherever a coordinator is to be appointed at the remote point under Clause
3(4) Sub-Clause (ii); iii),(iv),(v) & (vi), the Court concerned will make formal
request through the District Judge concerned to concerned official.

viii. In case of any other person, as may be ordered by the Court.

5) The coordinators at both points shall ensure that the minimum requirements as
mentioned in the Guidelines No.4 are in position at the court point and the remote
pointand shall conduct a test between both the points well in advance, to resolve any
technical problem so that the proceedings are conducted without interruption.

6) Itshall be ensured by the coordinator at the remote point that:-

I The person w be examined or heard available and ready at the room
earmarxed for the video conference at ieast 30 minutes before the schedule
time.

ii. No other recording device is permitted except the one installed in the video

conferencing room.

L Entry into the Video conference ronm is regulated.
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5. CCST OF VIDEO CONFERENCING:

1) In criminal cases, the a»penses of the video conference facility including expenses of
preparing soft copies/certified copies of the court record for sending to the coordinator
at the remote point and fee payable to translator/interpreter/special educator, as the
case may be, and to the coordinator at the remote point shall be borne by such party as
the court directs taking into account the Criminal Rules of Practice and Circular orders
1948 including any amendment if any. -

2) In civil cases, as general rule, the party making the request for recording evidence by
video conference shall bear the expenses.

3) In other cases, the court may make an-order as to expenses as it considers appropriate
taking into account rules/instructions regarding payment of expenses to complainant

and witnesses as may be prevalent from time to time.

6. PROCEDURE GENERALLY:

1) The identity of the person to be examined shall be confirmed by the court with the

assistance of the coordinator at remote point at the time of recording of the evidence.

[ R
e

In civil cases, party requesting for recording statement of the person to be examined
by video conferencing shall confirm to the court location of the person, his
willingness to be examined by video conferencing, time, place and facility of such
video nomw\m.wmmﬂ:m‘

3} Incriminal cases, where the person to be examined is a prosecution witness or court
witness, the prosecution and where person to be examined is a defense §§mmm. the
.defense counsel wil! confirm to the court his location, willingness to be examined by

Video conferencing, time, place and facility of such video conferencing,
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application which shall be decided by rhe Court consistent with furthering the
interests of justice.

12} The coordinator at the remote point shall be paid such amount as honorarium as
may be decided by the Court in consultation with the parties.

i1) In case any party or his/her authorized person is desirous of being physically
present at the remote point at the time of recording of the evidence, it shall be open
for such party to make arrangements at party's own costs including for

appearance/representation at the remote point subject to orders to the contrary by

the Court.

7. PUTTING DOCUMENTS TO A PERSON AT REMOTE POINT:

If in the course of examination of a person it a remote point by video conference, it is
necessary to put a document to him, the court may permit the document to be put in the
following manner:

1) Ifthedocumentisat the court point, by transmitting a copy of it to the remote point electronically

induding through a document visualizer and the copy so transmitted being then put to the

DErson,;

2} Ifthe document is at the remote point, by putting it to the person and transmitting a copy of it to
the court point electronically including through a document visualizer, the hard copy would
also be sent subsequendy to the court point by courier/post.
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